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CHANCELLOR RAAB’S U.S. VISIT 
CEMENTS AUSTRO-AMERICAN FRIENDSHIP 

Federal Chancellor Julius Raab returned to Vienna last 
May 30 from a goodwill mission to the United States which did 
not involve far-reaching negotiations. The friendly atmosphere 
which prevailed throughout the Chancellor’s visit was sig- 
nificantly underlined by Secretary of State John Foster Dulles 
who remarked that he wished he could discuss open questions 
of the type he talked about with Raab in the same cordial 
manner with other chiefs of government. Raab presented 
President Eisenhower the picture of a tapestry as a symbolic 
gift. (See picture report in our preceding issue; Ed.). The 
tapestry, to be presented at a later date, is intended as a 
token of friendship towards the U.S. President; it expresses, 
in a figurative sense, Austria’s gratitude for the aid granted 
it by the U.S. in the difficult period following World War I 
and for the support given the Austrian cause by the U.S 
during the 10 years of negotiations for the Austrian State 
Treaty. 

The understanding between the U.S. and Austria, under- 
scoring mutual accord and harmonious relations, contrasted 
with the tensions on the international scene during Chancellor 
Raab’s sojourn in the United States. (Continued on page 2) 
RIGHT OF ASYLUM HELD INVIOLABLE 

In a radio address, Chancellor Raab referred to the report 
of the Vienna correspondent of a New York daily which sug- 
gested that Austria was revising its policy toward refugees 
in order to prepare the ground for the coming visit of an Aus- 
trian government delegation to Moscow, where it would demand 
a reduction in compensation deliveries. ‘“That meant,’’ the 
Chancellor said, ‘‘that we were prepared to betray our policy 
with regard to the right of asylum.’’ 

‘In the name of the Austrian government, I reject such 
an imputation,” the Chancellor declared. ‘‘Austria has not 
taken a single step to give any foundation to such suspicions, 
and it goes without saying that no considerations whatever 
would make us change the position we have taken to date 
regarding the refugee problem.” 

The Chancellor then spoke about Austrian policy re- 
garding three refugees from Czechoslovakia, who had forced 
@ pilot to land on Austrian soil. (The investigation of this 
case by Austrian authorities was taken by the New York paper 
as signifying a change in the Austrian position towards 
tefugees. ) (Continued on page 2) 


EUROPEAN PRIZE GOES TO VIENNA 

The Council of Europe awarded the Prize of Europe to 
Vienna and The Hague at its recent meeting in Istanbul. The 
prize is awarded to cities most active in their efforts for 
European union. Vienna received it for its work on behalf 
of Hungarian refugees and The Hague as the center of activity 
of the Council of Europe. 

1% MORE JOBS IN 1958 

Employment in Austria was 1% higher during May, 1958 
than in May, 1957. The number of employed was 2,220,059. 
This is an increase over April, 1958, of 44,338 perscns or 2%. 
The gain took place mainly in the building and building 
supplies industries, agriculture and the tourist industry. The 
number of workers increased by 42,127, and that of white 
collar employes by 2,211. 

INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND INVESTMENT RISE 

A comparative study of Austrian industrial production 
for 1956 and 1957 showed an average gain in output of 5.7% 
for 1957. The largest increase was achieved in the metal- 
lurgical branch and the machine industry which reported gains 
of 15.9 and 11. % respectively. Compared with 1937, Aus- 
tria’s industrial product has increased by 150%. 

Gross investments of the Austrian industry reached a 
value of 27.1 billion schillings in 1957 (26 schillings equal 
one dollar. Ed.) and exceeded 1956 figures by 7.4% Invest - 
ments in plants and machinery totaled 14.2 billion schillings, 
or 10.2% more than in 1956. 

1958 POWER LOAN OVERSUBSUBSCRIBED BY 60 MILLIONS 

The final figures for subscriptions to the 1958 Austrian 
Power Loan show that it has been oversubscribed by 60 
million schillings (26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.). 
Cash purchases of power loan bonds came to 410 million 
schillings, although only 350 million schillings had been pro- 
vided for subscription originally. The public and financial 
institutes made considerable use of a provision which per- 
mitted them to pay for up to a quarter of the value of the new 
bonds with bonds of the 1955 power loan. It is estimated that 
the total emissions of the 7% interest bondsof the 1958 power 
loan will come to approximately 543 million schillings. 

This successful result will give the administration the 
necessary means for planned expansion during the year. 


A SUMMARY OF AUSTRIAN FOREIGN TRADE 
PAGE 4 
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1964 SUMMER OLYMPICS IN VIENNA? 

Mayor Jonas recently asked the chairman of the Austrian 
Olympic Committee to apply to the International Olympic 
Committee for holding the 1964 summer Olympic games in 
Vienna.. In his letter, Jonas said that the city administration 
had already made a cost estimate for erection of buildings 
and improvement of sports sites which might become neces- 
sary if Vienna were successful in its bid. 


NEUTRA PROPOSES INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 
TO MODERNIZE VIENNA 

American Architect Richard Neutra (who was born in 
Vienna) was recently awarded the Prize for Architecture of 
the City of Vienna. On the occasion of the presentation of 
the prize by Mayor Jonas, Neutra announced that he plans to 
assemble an international committee of some of the world’s 
most important architects to work out plans for Vienna’s 
mordernization. He said that a single architect would hardly 
be in a position to offer a really valid over-all plan because 
Vienna was an extraordinary kind of city whose cultural in- 
fluence could be felt everywhere. 

Neutra expressed confidence that Vienna would make 
further great progress. But, he warned, economic progress as 
such, if allowed unrestrained expression, could peril Old 
Vienna. Such so-called progress, he said, was capable of 
‘‘wiping out the face of a city.”’ 

AMERICAN EXPRESS CO. ENTERS 
BANKING BUSINESS IN VIENNA 

The Austrian Ministry of Finance recently gave per- 
mission to the American Express Company to operate a 
banking establishment in Vienna. The new bank will deal 
primarily in currency exchange, letters of credit for the export 
business and foreign currency. It will also make short and 
medium term credits available to the foreign trade. Until 
now, the Austrian branch of this American company did only 
currency exchange business. 


AN ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE 
AUSTRIAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON 

According to the Austrian Federal Law of March 5, 1958, 
concerning financial contributionsto holders of Tapferkeits- 
medaillen (Medals for Bravery), contributions are also granted 





to such Austrian citizens, holders of the medal, who reside 


in foreign countries. These persons must register their 
claim on or before July 1, 1958, at the Austrian Consulate 
nearest their home. Such claims should be accompanied by 
a.-short written notice concerning personal data and the 
papers necessary for substantiation of the claim. 


INDUSTRIAL ENTERPRISES INCREASE 

During 1957, the number of industrial enterprises in 
Austria rose from 2,627 to 2,686. This increase reflects the 
registration of 220 new firms as against 161 which ceased 
operations. In the garment industry, the number of establish- 
ments rose from 339 to 377; in the chemical industry from 414 
to 429; in the machine and steel and iron manufacturing 
industries from 274 to 283; in the textile industry from 322 to 
330; and in the food industry from 269 to 273. 





TOBACCO CONSUMPTION UP 4% 
During the first quarter of 1958, the Austrian tobacco 
monopoly sold more than 1.9 billion cigarettes, 20 million 





cigars and roughly 550,000 lbs. of different smoking tobaccos. | 
Compared with the first quarter of 1957, this is an increase | 


of almost 4%. 


Right of Asylum (Cont d from page 1) 


With regard to this incident, the Chancellor said: ‘‘If the 
Austrian authorities investigated the three Czechoslovak 
refugees, it was their duty under Austrian law to do so. 
They would have to do the same thing regarding Austrian 
citizens, if only to find out their true status. Exactly that has 
happened, and after proper investigation the refugees — as 
Austrian citizens would have been— were released. This is a 
court decision which, in a free, democratic country, cannot 
be influenced.’’ ; 

‘But this procedure,’”’ Raab declared, ‘‘does not in- 
fringe upon the right of asylum. Under the circumstances, 
the three refugees were treated in the same manner as those 
hundreds of thousands of refugees whom Austria has received 
so far under the refugee convention.’’ 


Raab Visit (Cont'd from page 1) 


During the Washington talks, the desirability of gaining 
clarification on questions resulting from the Vienna Memo- 
randum, which, is mainly concemed with various foreign 
oil properties in Austria, was pointed out by the American 
side. In his statement on this problem, Chancellor Raab 
referred to the fact that, shortly before his departure, the oil 
companies concerned had submitted a new proposal to the 
Austrian Government, which seemed to provide a suitable 
basis for further negotiations. Another American wish cen- 
tered on the tmplementation of Article 26 of the State Treaty 
which envisages settlement of outstanting restitution claims 
which are currently studied by the Austrian authorities. 

The further liberalization of imports from the dollar area 


formed another subject of discussions. In this respect certain : 


measures have already been initiated by Austria. 

On his part, Raab brought up the problem of Austrian 
property to be returned by the U.S. His remarks were met with 
understanding both by President Eisenhower and by Secretary 
of State Dulles. The President, upon consultations with the 
Attorney General, gave instructions for a speedy examinatien 
of the question and voiced the hope that the Austrian request 
might be discussed at the arliest possible date. 

Talks between the Austrian Chancellor and Eugene 
Black, President of the International Bank for Reconstruction 
and pevelopment (World Bank), were focussed on Austria's 
desires for credits. An Austrian proposal for a World Bank 
expert delegation to examine certain projects in Austria had 
been submitted at an earlier date. 

There can be no doubt that Chancellor Raab’s U.S. visit 
fully served its purpose of renewing and strengthening the 
ties of friendship between the U.S. and Austria. 
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VEHICLE INDUSTRY RECOVERING 

The Austrian vehicle industry, which about a year ago 
met with a sales crisis, has now surmounted it successfully. 
During the first three months of 1958, the industry produced 
about 37% more than in the same period of 1957 (gross pro- 
duction value was 865 million schillings.) This included 
exports worth 187 million schillings (26 schillings equal one 
dollar. Ed.), representing an increase of almost 20%. The 
development was not even inall branches of production. While 
the output of delivery cars and trucks as well as motorcycles 
and motorized bicycles rose, that of bicycles and motor 
scooters declined. 

NATURAL GAS: PIPELINES EXPAND 

The Austrian Alpine Montan Steel Corporation has con- 
cluded all necessary preparatory work in connection with 
joining the natural gas pipeline net, it was announced re 
cently. The announcement followed investigations concerning 
the use of natural gas in the corporation’s various plants. 
Plans call for an eventual consumption by Alpine Montan of 
about 19,330 cubic meters per hour (One cubic meter equals 
35.31 cubic feet. Ed.). 

For the change to natural gas, the corporation will have 
to invest 50 million schillings or about 2 million dollars, 
Orders for the change-over have already been given and the 
main plant is expected to work with natural gas as early as 
in the first months of 1959. 

With the resultant elimination of generator coal, the use 
of natural gas in the production process will improve the 
quality of steel considerably. Since natural gas does not 
contain sulphur, the steel plants will be capable of producing 
steel with the lowest possible sulphur content, a factor of 
special importance for export. 

OIL EXPLORATIONS IN LOWER AUSTRIA 

The Austrian Petroleum Administration and the British 
Petroleum Corporation have started to look for oil prospects 
in the areas of Scheibbs and Amstetten in Lower Austria. 
Both establishments agreed a year ago, as has been reported 
at the time, to search for oil jointly in the Scheibbs and 
Amstetten concessions and to exploit them together if the 
search proves successful. According to the agreement, each 
partner shares equally in the proceeds. 

ORE MINING RETURNS 

Lead and zinc mining during the first quarter of 1958 
produced 44,850 metric tons, almost 15% more than in the 
first three months of 1957. Production of copper ore during 
the same period reached 41,213 tons, a little less than a 
year ago. This was due to the structure of the mines in 
question. Iron ore mining, too, dropped by 5% to 792,380 tons 
because of great, snowfalls. But graphite production — 5,055 
tons — gained somewhat. The gypsum production rose from 
74,618 tons to 77,148. Magnesite mining enjoyed another 
strong boom. Production of crude magnesite (316,690 tons) 
and sinter magnesite (109.588 tons) was 19% higher in both 
cases than a year ago. Caustic magnesite went up 11% to 
2,750 tons and magnesite ore by 21% to 64,980 tons. 


ELECTRIC CURRENT CONSUMPTION 
AHEAD OF PRODUCTION 

Austrian electric current production amounted to 837.7 
million kilowatt hours in April, almost 2.9% more than in 
April, 1957. While hydraulic production increased by 4.4% to 
703.3 miilion-kwh, caloric production decreased by 4.6% to 
131.4 million kwh. 

Imports amounting to 67.9 million kwh were roughly 51% 
higher, while exports amounting to 109.4 million kwh were 
23.5% lower than in April, 1957. Consumption rose by 10.5% 
to 764.9 million kwh. 

PAPER EXPORTS IMPERILED 

Lessened demands for paper products in West European 
markets has also hit the Austrian paper industry, especially 
since production ceilings in the U.S., Canada and the Scan- 
dinavian countries were expanded. Prices fell somewhat and 
consumers were in no hurry to buy. So far, there has been 
little change in the amount of exports of Austrian paper, 
cellulose, wood materials and cardboard because back orders 
are still being filled. However, new orders are between 25 
and 33% less than in 1956. 

Paper production amounted to 105,395 metric tons com- 
pared with 110,430 tons the year before. Cellulose production 
was relatively stable with 106,820 tons as against 105,930. 
However, wood material production went down from 42,160 to 
36,300 tons. Cardboard production decreased from 21,400 
tons to 20,680, and exports from 5,730 to 5,130. 


BREAD GRAIN YIELD UP 

Hectare yield of bread grain has risen very sharply in 
Austria as compared with the pre-war period. An official 
report, issued recently, said that last year the wheat yield 
per hectare (2.4 acres) was about 2,300 pounds as against an 
average Of 1,600 pounds for the years from 1934 to 1937, and 
about 1,200 pounds in 1946. 

The rye yield per hectare was 1,900 lbs. in 1957 as 
against 1,430 lbs. in the pre-war years and 1,070 in 1956. 
Winter grain also increased slightly with a hectare yield of 
1,880 lbs. for 1957 as against 1,400 for the pre-war years 
and 1,190 for 1946. 

Since the arable area for wheat was increased from 
244,519 hectares in the pre-war years to 257,518 in 1957, 
the grain yield also rose accordingly. For rye, the arable 
area decreased from 373,634 hectares to 210,235, and the 
increased hectare yield proved insufficient to equal the gross 
pre-war yield. One reason given was that considerably less 
rye was used nowadays for feeding. 

The bread grain balance for the economic year of 1957- 
1958 features a demand of 240,000 metric tons of rye and 
510,000 tons of wheat as against 230,000 tons of rye and 
480 ,000 tons of wheat in the previous year. The demand will 
be covered (the previous year in parentheses) as follows: 
™ye—160,000 (170,442) tons domestic production and 80,000 
60,067) tons foreign imports; Wheat—280,000 (287,542) 
domestic production and 230,000 (279,868) foreign imports. 
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VOeEST CONSTRUCTS STEEL PLANT IN INDIA 

VOeEST (United Austrian Steel Corporation) is about to 
start installation of the LD (blower-converter) steel works in 
Rourkela, India. Another section of the plant will be con- 
structed by Krupp, Germany. The steel mill will produce one 
million tons of raw steel yearly. A group of VOeEST en- 
engineers has already arrived in Rourkela. 


GRAPHITE PRODUCTION GAINS 

Crude graphite production increased from 18,685 metric 
tons in 1956 to 18,921 tons in 1957. Production of smelter 
graphite went down a little, from 16,247 tons to 16,239. But 
graphite for electrodes rose considerably from 1,521 metric 
tons to 1,837. The greatest progress was achieved in floating 
graphites, i.e. powdered graphites with very high carbon con- 
tent. Production of this type of graphite rose from 87 metric 
tons in 1956 to no less than 229 tons in 1957, and that of the 
most finely powdered variety from 70 tons to 178. In 1957, 
14,280 metric tons of graphite were exported. Of this amount, 
280 tons went overseas. 


Organization performed a play in the City Center which inter- 
preted the Catholic motto of brotherhood. During recent months 


RISING DEMAND FOR AUSTRIAN EMBROIDERIES 

The export value of the Vorarlberg embroidery industry 
has again risen considerably during the first quarter of 1958, 
compared with the same period of 1957. During the first 
three months of 1958, embroidery worth 141.6 million schil- 
lings (26 schillings equal one dollar. Ed.) was exported; 
this is almost 10 million schillings more than during that — 





period in 1957. West Germany topped the list of buyers; 5 


Britain, Australia, New Zealand and the Netherlands were 
next in line. 


BISHOP OF MASAKA IN CEREMONY ‘ 


AT VIENNA’S CITY CENTER 
At the recent Vienna Catholic Day, the Catholic Youth 


RE Le 


members of the organization had collected 50,000 rosaries 
for the diocese of Masaka in Uganda. They also undertook a 
campaign to collect money to buy serum for victims of 
leprosy there. The Bishop of Masaka, Kiwanuka, thanked the 
young Austrian helpers in a City Center ceremony. 





A SUMMARY OF AUSTRIAN FOREIGN TRADE IN THE PAST YEAR 


Absolutely as well as percentage-wise, the volume of 
Austria’s foreign trade increased again in 1957 — and more 
strongly than in the preceding year. While the rise then (by 
6158 million schillings; 26 schillings equal one dollar) 
corresponded to a percentage of 14.9, the increase this time 
(by 7386 million) topped 15.5%. At the same time, the ratio 
between exports and imports has shifted somewhat. The 
rise in exports amounted to 15.2%, in imports to 15.9%; in 
the year 1956, however, exports had risen by 21.5%, imports 
by only 9.8%. 

This important shift mirrors the fact that the domestic 
market was still undergoing unimpeded expansion when cer 
tain difficulties had already made their impact in foreign 
business. The deficit in the balance of trade increased from 
from 3243 million to 3897 million schillings, but even so it 
was still a billion under the import-surplus of 1955. Moreover, 
the trade deficit has been covered almost 100% through the 
receipts of the tourist trade alone. (The export figures ac- 
count only for commercial deliveries. If the compensation 
deliveries to the Soviet Union under the State Treaty agree- 
ment — 1105 million schillings — are added, an export total 
of 26,547 million schillings results. In 1956, the deliveries 
going to Russia represented a value of 1337 million schil- 
lings, which, if included, would have brought the export total 
to 23,413 million) 

In the yearly average, export prices remained practically 
unchanged with 764 to 763 points, while the indes of import 
prices rose from 967 t 0982 points (1937 - 100). 

The quantity index has developed in a similarly pro- 
portionate way on both sides during the past year. The rise 
in the yearly average of imports from 179 to 205 means an 
increase of 14.5%, while the export-index rose from 234 to 
270, or by 15.4%. 


Foreign Trade in Millions of Schillings 





Import Export Balance 

1956 1957 1956 1957 1956 1957 
January 1912 2,457 1,420.-1,775 -492 -682 f 
February 1,730 2,402 1,593 1,952 -137 -450 
March 2,172 2,579 1,934 2,296 -238 283 
April 2,003 2,310 1,750 1,980 -253 -330 
May 2,090 2,448 1,758 2,252 -332 —196 
June 2,118 2,216 1,918 2,149 -200 - 67 
July 2,391 2,435 1,870 2,104 -521 -331 
August 1,993 2,366 1,851 2,144 -142 -222 
September 1,979 2,430 1,987 2,186 + 8 —245 
October 2,424 2,584 2,044 2,256 -380 32 
November 2,287 2,480 1,936 2,098 -351 -382 
December 2,22 2,632 2,015 2,251 -205 -3817 
Total 25,319 29,339 22,076 25,442 -3243 —3897 





When imports are arranged according to groups of princi} 
pal commodities it is shown that the import of food and luxuy 
items has once again fallen; their share is now at 14.2%, a 
against 17.6% two years ago. That is a measure not only of 
the progress of domestic production but also of the pronounced 
shift in eating habits from imported grains to domestic foods 
of higher value. Fodders and fertilizers, on the other hand, 
have restored part of the percentage-decline from 1955 b 
1956 — it had then fallen from 2.8 to 2.2%. 

Moderate reductions are shown among raw materials am 
semi-finished goods; within the first group, the solid fuels} 
decreased less markedly than the other raw materials. The 
one group on the side of imports which rose to an appreciabl 
higher percentage share was that of the finished goods. D 
spite of the substantial slackening of automobile imports, 
machines and vehicles alone increased their share frot 
20.4% to 22.4% of total imports, which, in absolute figures, 
means a 27% increase. 
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Index of Import and Export Prices Foreign Trade According to Commodities 
(1987 - 100) Import 
1956 1957 
Import Export 1000 S % Value 1000 S % Value 
956 = :1957 1956 1957 I Food Stuffs 3,995,666 15.7 4,175,303 14.2 
January 985 1046 137 733 ll Fodder & Fertilizer 544,421 2.2 751,950 2.5 
February 940 1033 738 154 Il Raw Material 8,171,977 323 9,321,012 318 
March 966 974 154 1716 (a) Solid Fuel 3, 153,560 12.5 3,643,631 12.4 
April 962 943 1717 157 (b) Others 5,018,417 19.8 5,677,381 19.4 
May 965 979 717 167 IV Semi- Finished 
June 983 98 2 796 788 Products 3,938,317 15.6 4,306,166 14.7 
July 953 1001 783 753 V Finished Products 8,667,685 34.2 10,782,713 36.8 
August 963 980 B3 790 (a) Machinery and 
Septe mber 976 970 770 152 Transportation 5,174,362 20.4 6,564,259 22.4 
October 972 968 145 760 (b) Others 3,493,323 13.8 4,218,454 14.4 
November 967 955 736 148 VI Miscellaneous 1,350 0.0 1,551 0.0 
December 971 965 749 71 Total 25,319,416 100.0 29,338,695 100.0 
Yearl average 967 982 763 164 





In the export field, food and luxury items enlarged their 
share from 2.8 to 4.0%. Raw materials, as a single group, 
dropped by more than 200 million schillings (electrical cur- 
rent is not included in this caregory). Here the 1957-decline 
in world prices of raw materials was clearly expressed. The 
group of semi-finished goods compensated for the greatest 
part of the proportionate drop in raw materials; it increased 
from 25.8 to 28.4%. . 

Finished goods, on the other hand, increased only from 
43.6 to 44.0%, due to the rise in machines and vehicles (from 
13.3 to 14.2%). Other finished goods dropped proportionately 
(from 30.3 to 29.8%), although in absolute figures an increase 
by almost 900 million schillings was shown. 

Timber, in accord with the constant declines of the past 
year, lost its top position among Austrian export goods; with 
14.3% of the total it now ranks a poor second behind iron and 
steel, whose share rose from 16.3 to 19.4%. In value, the 
export of iron and steel rose from 3609 million schillings to 
4924 million, in quantity from 1,007,633 to 1,262,940 tons. 
The comparative rating of the two following groups, machines 
and textiles, has remained unchanged, But while the textile 
sector (9.4%) showed the same share as in 1956, the machine 
sector was able to raise its share from 10.0 to 10.6%. The 
gap between paper and cardboard and metal was once again 
reduced. 





Quantity Index (1937- 100) 


Import Export 

1956 = 1957 19561957 
January 159 192 188 235 
February 150 191 210 252 
March 185 218 250 2B8 
April 172 202 219 254 
May 178 206 220 285 
June 178 186 234 265 
July 207 21 232 271 
August 171 199 226 263 
September 167 207 250 282 
October 205 2 266 288 
November 194 213 256 2713 
December 187 225 262 282 
Yearly Average 17 25 234 270 


YIM 





Among imported goods machines and apparatus retained 
the lead ahead of coal, coke, and charcoal, whose share of 
the total was reduced. The import share of textiles and 
clothing declined insignificantly; the two following groups, 
communications and chemical products, have not changed in 
rank, though their percentage shares evolved in opposite 
ways. 

Among the customers for Austrian exports, West Germany 
was far in the lead, as has been the rule in the last years. Its 
share rose once again — although only insignificantly — from 
23.4 to 23.8% of all Austrian exports; that corresponds to an 
absolute increase from 5159 million to 6059 million schil- 
lings, or 17.5%. Of the principal items in the West German 
trade, iron and steel increased most strongly, from 618 to 975 
million schillings. 

In second place stands, likewise traditionally, /taly, 
whose share increased from 16.7 to 17.6%. In absolute figures, 
the deliveries to Italy increased from 3685 million schillings 
to 4467 million (or 21.2%). The export value of iron and steel 
rose to 1053 million as against 698 million schillings a year 
ago. There is a large gap between the first two and the third, 
Switzerland. The share of the latter country amounts to 5.4% 
(5.5% in 1956). In spite of this relative drop a small increase 
in absolute figures, from 1220 million to 1374 million schil- 


Foreign Trade According to Commodities 











Export 
1956 1957 
1000 S % Value 1000 & % Value 
I Food Stuffs 613,050 2.8 1,011,212 4.0 
II Raw Materials Ener 
Energy 6, 147,575 27.8 5,988,882 23.5 
(a) Electricity 29 2,489 1.3 350,978 1.4 
(b) Others 5,855,086 26.5 5,637,904 22.1 
III Semi- Finished 
Products 5,698,888 25.8 1,217,937 28.4 
IV Finished Products 9,611,890 43.6 11,180,689 44.0 
_ (a) Machinery and 
é Transportation 2,925,302 13.3 3,621,481 14.2 
(b) Others 6,686, 528 30.3 7,568,208 2.8 
V Miscell aneous 5,088 0.0 34,220 0.1 
Total 22,076,431 100.00 25,441,000 100.0 
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lings, is to be noted. Also, Switzerland received a greater The Most Important Export Items 
quantity of iron and steel from Austria: 465 million against (% of Total Exports) 
368 previously. The U.S.A. takes fourth place, as in the pre- 1956 1957 











ceding year, although its share in Austrian exports is down [ron and Steel 16.3 19.4 
sto 3.9 against the 5.2% of the last time. The quantitative de- ol v4 om Bel 
cline was from 1154 million to 984 million schillings. A Textiles and Clothing 9.4 ua = 
single item, paper, fell from 181 million to 17 million schil- Peer 6.9 6.0 ba 
lings. In glassware, the value was 213 million as compared Metal Goods 4.9 5.4 5 Fa 
with 241 million schillings, in clothing 145 million against Chemical Products on 4.2) ore 
Magnesite 328 4.0 
161. Poland, whose share in Austrian exports was 3.3% Transportation 3.2 3.7 | __ Ital 
(previously 3.2), is fifth. France and the Netherlands took  eljulose 3.0 2.6 » Yug 
an equal share, 3%. (In 1956, France had accounted for 3.9%, Livestock, Meat and Meat Products 1.4 19 mae 
the Netherlands for 3.5%.) A relatively strong increase ap- Aluminum 2.2 1.8 § se 
peared in deliveries to the USSR, whose share rose from 1.6 Glass Products 2.1 LTD wit 
to 2.8%. The Soviet Union thereby outstripped Yugoslavia — —— ecicianemaen as a Cze 
its share unchanged at 2.7% — not to mention the other East pairy Products 06 14 a 
European States, which had shared in Austrian deliveries, Synthetic Fibers 13 1.2 _ 
with 2.4% (Hungary), 2.3% (Czechoslovakia) and 1.7% (East Crude Oil and derivatives thereof 1.7 1.1 
Germany). Great Britain’s share shrank to 2.5 as compared The Most Inportant Import Items —_ 
with 3.6% in the preceding year and 9.0% in 1953. (% of Total Impor ts) 19 56 1951 | 
; As far as imports were concerned, West Germany also Machinery 23.5 ‘155 resp¢ 
held first place by a long way: its share in Austrian pur- Coal, Coke 12.5 124) lings 
chases reached 36.2%, as against 34% in 1956; quantitatively Textiles 1.3 TA work: 
this corresponds to an increase from 8602 million to 10,611 tna anil ~ a p } ‘ 
million schillings (23.4%). Now, as before, machines repre- Minerals and Scrap Iron 46 - from 
sented the most significant import group, in which a rise in Cereals and Flour 5.5 45) 26.99 
value from 1716 million to 2288 million schillings took place. Fruit and Vegetables 3.8 41) 588 1 
The import of motor cars rose from 937 million to 1208 mil- Food Stuffs 3.8 34) the | 
Men schillings, that of solid fuels (coal, coke, and charcoal) ‘178 and Steel ae 3) polar 
from 842 million to 950 million schillings. aiiteiaiin “i vil illic 
The second largest importer was the U.S.A., whose total Fats and Oils 2.1 2.1) with 
share fell from 12.9 to 12.5%; quantitatively, however, there Precision (Optical) Instruments 2.0 21) with | 
was an increase from 3262 million to 3659 million schillings Non Ferrous Metals 2.6 21) Germs 
(12.2%). Decisive for the relatively high imports from the  CTude Oil Products 5 Lt 1 
U.S.A. were the purchases of solid fuels, which once again pe . : a somet 
increased from 1209 million to 1330 million schillings. Bread Austria’s Export According to Countries Yhas 
grains rose from 683 million to 721. As in 1956, Italy ranked (% of Total) fallen 
again third; there was a drop from 8.1 to 7.9% in value, pur- 1937 1956 1951} chang 
chases from Italy in 1956 amounted to 2057 million, in 1957, Egypt 0.7 0.8 12 } Burop 
2321 million schillings; Switzerland retained fourth place § Argentina 1.3 1.4 1.5 
with 4.9 as against the former 5.0%. In absolute figures the Belgium Luxemburg 1.6 1.9 a 
purchases from Switzerland reached 1443 million as against pg 23.4 93.8 | AMER 
1252 million schillings in 1956. Great Britain retained its aoe ' 14.8 21 1.7} DURII 
share in Austrian imports. France has fallen back as a sup- _— France 4.3 3.9 3.0 | VIENN 
plying country, too (from 4.1 to 3.3%). As was the case on Greece 1.4 1.5 14) Burgth 
the export side, Poland was Austria’s most important trade Great Britain 5.3 3.6 25} Akades 
partner among the East-bloc countries. India 7 1.6 a Bu 
Among bilateral trade balances in commercial exchange, pn ei 7 a 97 | Mente 
which have lost some of their former significance due to Netherlands 1. 1 3.5 3.03 
multilateral accounting within the framework of the European Poland 4.4 3.2 3.3 
Payments Union, the position with respect to West Germany is Sweden 1.6 1.6 L! 
of special interest. Here the trade deficit, which in the year Switzerland (with Lichtenstein) 5.1 5.5 _ 
1956 amounted to 3444 million schillings, had grown to 4553 Union of Soult; Afica a pa 4 eee 
million schillings, that is by 32.2%. (The balance of payments Hungary 9.1 2.3 24 
was almost completely restored, however, through the high United States 2.5 5.2 3.9 1 
Austrian surplus in the tourist trade.) Soviet Union 0.6 1.6 as o 
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Austria’s Import According t Countries Foreign Trade According to Zones 
senile 1956 Import 1957 
1937 1956 1957 pos & ms 2% 
os — —— _ EPU Countries 17,686,554 69.9 20,588,509 70.1 
Belgium Luxemburg L9 1.7 L6 Members 16,312,092 64.5 19,092,115 65.1 
Germany Non-Members, Sterling 
West }16.1 34.0 36.2 Bloc 479,388 19. 687,668 2.3 
East 1.3 1.3 Overseas Possessions and 895,074 3.5 684,343 2.3 
France 2.8 4.1 3.3 other EPU Countries 1) 124,473 0.4 
Great Britain 4.5 4.2 4.2 Bastern Europe 2) 2,416,516 9.5 2992177 10.2 
Italy 5.5 8.1 7.9 Western Hemisphere 4,225,013 16.7 4,622,687 15.8 
Yugoslavia 7.9 1.6 L7 Dollar Bloc (USA, Canada) 3,469,364 13.7 3,900,452 13.3 
Netherlands 2.0 2.7 2.6 Central America 182.093 0.6 
Poland 4.6 2.7 2.9 South America 755,649 3.0 540,142 19 
Sweden 0.8 1.2 1.3 Other Countries 991,333 3.9 1,135,232 3.9 
Semen pence Ba Py os Total 25,319,416 100.0 29,338,695 100.0 
Hungary 9.1 2.0 13 
United States 6.0 12.9 12.5 
Soviet Union 0.3 0.7 1.9 1956 Export 1957 
10005 8% 10005 8% 
: EPU Countries 15,613,364 70.7 17,815,772 70.0 
Conversely, a balance favorable to Austria exists with Members 14,176,388 64.2 15,964,977 62.8 
respect to Italy; it has now increased from 1629 million schil- —— Sterling 
lings to 2146 million, or 31.7%. (Here again the tourist traffic Overseas Possessions and S108 26 aeteay to 
works aS a compensating factor — in favor of Italy.) other EPU Countries 1) 235,939 0.9 
The trade deficit towards the U.S.A. has risen steeply, Eastern Europe 2) 2,861,233 13.0 3,519,251 13.8 
from 2108 million to 2675 million schillings (an increase of Western Hemisphere 2,003,874 9.1 2,027,058 8.0 
26.9%). With regard to Great Britain, Austria’s deficit reached Dollar Bloc (USA, Canada) 1,261,114 *5.7 = 1,091,171 4.3 
588 million as against 276 million previously. In relation to Pate yg 742,700 3.4 pl “ 
the East European countries, with the sole exception of other countries 1,597,960 7.2 2,079,859 8.2 
Poland (a deficit of 25 million following a surplus of 44 Total 22,076,431 100.0 25,441,940 100.0 


million), there have been export surpluses in favor of Austria: 
with Hungary, 223 million schillings; with Yugoslavia, 188; 
with the USSR, 155; with Czechoslovakia, 97; and with East 
Germany, 51. 

The European Payments Union countries now share in 
something over 70% of Austrian imports. East Europe’s share 


has grown from 9.5 to 10.2%; the Western hemisphere has 


fallen from 16.7 to 15.8%. The other countries remain un- 
changed with 3.9%. In the export field, the share of the 


> European Payments Union area has shrunk to precisely 70%. 


1) Indonesia, Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam, Morocco, Tunisia. 
2) Except Yugoslavia and Finland. 





with regard to Eastern Europe a proportionate rise has oc- 
curred (East bloc, from 13 to 13.8%); and with the American 
continent, a decline from 9.1 to 8.0%. The remaining countries 
have taken 8.2, compared with 7.2% previously, which means 
that additional markets in Africa as well asin the Middle and 
Far East have taken a bigger share. 





AMERICAN PLAYS IN AUSTRIAN THEATERS 
DURING THE CURRENT (1957-1958) SEASON 


VIENN A: 

Burgtheater Thomas Wolfe: ‘““The Manor House’’ 

Akademietheater “A Long Day’s Journey Int Night” by 
Burgtheater Eugene O’ Neill 


Theater in der Josefstadt ‘‘Diary of Anne Frank” by Francis Good 
rich and Albert Hackett 

‘*Time Limit’’ by Henry Denker and 
Ralph Berky 

‘*View from the Bridge’’ by Arthur Miller 
‘*The First Legion’’ by Emmet Lavery 





THE AUSTRIAN INFORMATION SERVICE 
may be able to furnish more detailed information 
on any item printed in AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 


i 


F 


ase tad 


Volk stheater ‘Strange Interlude” by Eugene O'Neill 


‘Baby Hamilton” by Anita Hart and 
Maurice Bradell 

**The Glass Menagerie’ by Tennessee 
Williams 

‘‘Darkness at Noon’’ by Arthur Koestler, 
stage adaptation by Sidney Kingsley 
**Come back, Little Sheba’’ by William 
Ralph Inge 

‘The Petrified Forest’’ 
Emmet Sherwood 


**Mississippi Melody’’ and ‘‘Baby Doll’’ 
by Tennessee Williams 


Theater der Courage 


by Robert 


Das Experiment 


GRAZ (Styria) 


Vereinigte Buehnen ‘Death of a Salesman” by Arthur Miller 


‘*The Cave Dwellers’’ by William Som yan 
“*Alcestiade” by Thornton Wilder 
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INNSBRUCK (Tyrol) 

Tin ler Landestheater 
KLAGENFURT (Carinthia) 
Stadttheater Klagenfurt 


‘*View from the Bridge’’ by Arthur Miller 


‘Requiem foraNun”’ by William Faulkner 
‘Cat on a Hot Tin Roof’’ by Tennessee 
Williams 

‘Kiss me, Kate”, a musical by Cole 
Porter 


‘*Baby Hamilton” by Anita Hart and 
Maurice Bradell 

‘*A Moon for the Misbegotten” by Eugene 
O'Neill 

“Of Mice and Men” by John Steinbeck 


Klagenfurter 
Kammerspiele 


AMERICAN ARTISTS PARTICIPATING 

IN THE VIENNA FESTIVAL WEEKS, JUNE, 1958 

TERESA STICH-RANDALL, soprano, sings Marcelline in Beet 
hoven’s ‘‘Fidelio” and Antonia in Offenbach’s ‘‘Tales of Hoff- 
mann.’’ (State Opera). 

HELEN GEORGE, soprano, sings the title role in Zarzuela’s 
‘*Donna Francisquita.’’ (Volksoper) 

JEAN MADEIRA, alto, appears in the title role of Bizet’s ‘‘Car- 
men.’’ (State Opera) 

GEORGE LONDON, baritone, sings Escamillo in two ‘‘Carmen’’ 
performances under the musical direction of Herbert von Karajan. 
(State Opera) 

EDMOND HURSHELL, baritone, appears in Wagner’s ‘“Tannhaeuser’’ 
and jn Verdi’s ‘‘Nabucco.’’ (State Opera) 
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EUGENE TOBIN, tenor, creates the singer in Strauss’ ‘‘Der Rosen- 
Kavalier.” (State Opera) 

FREDERICK GUTHRIE, basso, has been heard in Frank Martin’s 
‘‘Der Sturm’’ (The Storm) and Verdi’s ‘‘Othello.’’ (State Opera) 
NATHAN MILSTEIDN, violinist, gives two concerts. (Konzerthaus) 
ROBERT CHARLEBOIS, tenor, sings the sole part in Mahler’s 
8th Symphony. (Musikverein) 

JOSEPH SZIGETI, violinist, who already played the Brahms violin 
concerto with the Philharmonia Hungarica, is booked for a concert 
entitled: Violin sonatas from 1910 to 1947. (Konzerthaus). 

NORMAN FOSTER, bass, appears in a performance of Franz 
Schmidt’s ‘‘Das Buch mit den sieben Siegeln” (The Book with the 
Seven Seals). He also has a part in Werner Egk’s ‘‘Irish Legend.”’ 
(Musik verein) 

THE PHILADELPHIA ORCHESTRA under the directionof EUGENE 
ORMANDY performed a program consisting of Brahms’ ‘‘Tragic 
Overture,’’ Roy Harris’ Symphony No. 3, Albert Rouseel’s ‘‘Bac- 
chus and Ariane,’’ Tchaikowsky’s 5th Symphony. (Konzerthaus) 
(The Philadelphia Orchestra will also give a concert in Graz. The 
program includes Strauss’ ‘‘Don Juan,’’ Beethoven’s 5th Symphony, 
Copeland’s ‘‘Quiet City,’’ and Debussy’s ‘‘La Mer.’’) 

ANTAL DORATI, musical director of the Minneapolis Symphony 
Orchestra and adviser to the Philharmonia Hungarica, conducts a 
Beethoven concert including the Egmont Overture, the Violin Com 
certo and the 4th Symphony. (Konzerthaus) 

GRACE HOFFMANN, alto, sings the alto solo in Hans Pfitzner’s 
‘*Von deutscher Seele.’’ (Musikverein) 


LILIAN KALLIR, Pianist, will give a concert including works by 
Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert, Schumann and Brahms. (Musikverein) 
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